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Just a year later, his accomplishments as

Local President were so impressive that he
was appointed by U.S. General President M.A.
Hutcheson to the International organizing staff.
In this position, Pat met carpenters from
throughout the free world and gained a greater
insight into the problems facing the labor
movement at the halfway mark of the 20th
century.

In 1957, Pat was appointed a General Rep-
resentative and assigned to the Niagara
Power Project, one of the largest construction
undertakings in U.S. history. Pat served as
Chairman of the Labor-Management Commit-
tee of the entire operation.

Pat continued to advance through the ranks
of the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and
Joiners. In 1966, he was appointed Assistant
to the General President; in 1969, he suc-
ceeded to the position of First District Board
Member; and in 1974 he was promoted to the
high office of Second General Vice President
of the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and
Joiners of America. He advanced to First Gen-
eral Vice President in 1980.

After 37 years of devotion to the well being
of his fellow carpenters and to the labor move-
ment, Patrick J. Campbell became General
President of the United Brotherhood of Car-
penters and Joiners of America when his
predecessor retired, on November 1, 1982.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to report that Pat
Campbell was just as willing and eager to help
and advise after his rise to the National Presi-
dency as he was prior to it. He never forgot
his roots in Rockland County, and never hesi-
tated to step forward any time he thought he
could be of assistance to my efforts. I shall
never forget the superb advice and assistance
with which Pat was so generous. He was truly
of great help to me in the burdens of public
service.

Pat received many honors and awards
throughout the years, and continued to serve
as Vice President of the New York State AFL–
CIO, as Director for the Board of the Urban
Development Corporation for the State of New
York as a Board Member of the Federal Com-
mittee on Apprenticeship, on the Executive
Board of the maritime Trades Department, and
in many other positions.

Mr. Speaker, I invite our colleagues to join
in mourning the passing of a true gentleman
who personified the best that the labor union
movement has to offer, and to join me in ex-
pressing our condolences to his widow, Cath-
erine Keane; his sons, Patrick and Kevin; his
daughter, Cynthia; and his six grandchildren.
Although no mere words spoken today can
possible help ease their grief, they may take
some comfort in knowing that many of us
share their sense of loss on the passing of
this remarkable, big-hearted gentleman, Pat-
rick J. Campbell.
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Mr. KLECZKA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize truly outstanding students from

West Allis, WI. Together with their teacher, Mr.
Tim Moore, a group of students from Heritage
Christian High School united hard work and
dedication and have been judged this year’s
State of Wisconsin ‘We the People’ cham-
pions.

Heritage Christian High School students
have consistently succeeded at the ‘We the
People’ competitions, this year being the sec-
ond time in recent years that a group has
emerged victorious from the event. This con-
sistency is no accident, and would not be pos-
sible without an impassioned interest by both
Mr. Moore and his students in the Constitution
of our nation.

The ‘We the People’ program, funded by the
U.S. Department of Education by an act of
Congress, compels students to critically exam-
ine our Nation’s Constitution and provides an
arena in which students can explore the intri-
cacies of the document. With the help of a
team of volunteers from outside the school,
the students studied the history of the docu-
ment and considered its present day applica-
tions.

I would like to again congratulate Mr. Moore
and the students from Heritage Christian High
School, and wish them continued success in
this year’s national competition in Washington,
D.C.
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Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, there’s one
face missing from that Wheaties box, and it’s
that of Erin Whitten of Glens Falls, New York.

Mr. Speaker, I was enormously proud of our
triumphant women’s hockey team and their
success in Nagano, Japan. And I got a kick
out of their securing that sure proof of success
in American sports, a team photo gracing that
‘‘breakfast of champions,’’ Wheaties.

Who’s Erin Whitten? Erin Whitten is the
young lady who made it all possible. In 1993,
Erin Whitten, then a goalie with the Toledo
Storm, was the first women goalie to post a
regular season in a professional hockey game.
It wasn’t the first ‘‘first’’ for Erin.

She raised some eyebrows when she was
only seven years old in the Adirondack Youth
Hockey Association. The Glens Falls High
School Boy’s Hockey Team posted a 21–9–2
record with Erin blocking 84.6 percent of the
shots against her. She was the first female to
play in the Division II high school state cham-
pionships. And she was an all-conference
honorable mention during the 1988–89 sea-
son.

At the University of New Hampshire Erin led
the women’s hockey team to a record of 54–
14–4. She was a four-time ECAC goalie of the
year, the University’s 1992–93 Woman Athlete
of the Year, twice ECAC player of the week,
and a two-time Concordia University tour-
nament player of the game. Her women’s
hockey record of 46 saves in one game still
stands. Her collegiate save percentage was
an impressive 91 percent.

After a career on minor league hockey
teams, Erin began concentrating on the na-
tional team with the hope of making the trip to

Nagano. Unfortunately, she was one of the
last cuts.

But no doubt many of the stars on the wom-
en’s hockey team, whose triumph ranks with
that of the men’s team in that glorious 1980
Winter Olympics in Lake Placid, now in our
22nd district, were first inspired by Erin Whit-
ten.

It was she who proved that women, too,
have the toughness it takes to play organized
hockey, and that given a chance, a team of
talented athletes like Erin Whitten play an ex-
citing brand of hockey.

Erin is determined to stay in shape and
make the team that represents us in the 2002
Winter Olympics in Salt Lake City. I, for one,
would advise every one not to bet that she
doesn’t make the team. She has already prov-
en herself, and any future history of U.S.
women’s hockey that’s worth reading will de-
vote a long chapter to this gutsy, talented ath-
lete.

And so, Mr. Speaker, please join me in pay-
ing tribute to a remarkable young lady, Erin
Whitten of Glens Falls.
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Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to an-
nounce that today I will introduce the Medicare
Universal Product Number Act, an important
bill to cut waste, fraud and abuse in the Medi-
care program.

In 1996, the federal government conducted
the first-ever comprehensive audit of Medi-
care’s books. This audit revealed that Medi-
care was losing more than $23 billion every
year to waste, fraud, and abuse—almost 14
percent of the program’s budget. This level of
waste and fraud is simply unacceptable. Medi-
care must make better use of the hard-earned
taxpayer dollars that fund this important pro-
gram.

One of the most important ways Medicare
can reduce waste, fraud and abuse is by re-
forming its durable medical equipment pro-
gram. Durable medical equipment includes
supplies like catheters, wheelchairs, walkers,
and ostomy supplies needed by older patients.
One of the greatest problems in the medical
equipment program is that the current system
does not tell Medicare exactly what items are
being supplied and paid for.

The Medicare Universal Product Number
Act will empower Medicare to know precisely
what items are being supplied to older Ameri-
cans and to tailor reimbursement levels appro-
priately. This bill requires all medical equip-
ment paid for by Medicare to have a Universal
Product Number—very similar to the bar
codes on groceries. When suppliers submit
claims for reimbursement, they will identify
items by UPN. Medicare will know exactly
what equipment has been provided and reim-
burse accordingly.

Most Americans probably believes Medicare
already operates this way. Unfortunately, it
does not. Medicare currently reimburses for
medical equipment under broad categories
known as billing codes. A single billing code
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